State Capitol

Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1591
SENATOR MARTIN M. LOONEY

132 Fort Hale Road
Majorrry LEADER A New Haven, Connecticut 06512
Eleventh District e ] ” Home: 203-468-8829

EANST Capitol: 860-240-8600
%tﬁtﬁ nf @unnzttltut Toll-free: 1-800-842-1420

www.SenatorLooney.cga.cr.gov
SENATE

New Haven, Hamden & North Haven

March 14, 2014

Good afternoon Senator Gerratana, Representative Johnson and Members of the Public Health
Committee. I would like to offer my support for H.B. 5535 An Act Concerning Notice Of A
Patient's Observation Status And Notice Concerning The Qualifications Of Those Who Provide
Health Care And Counseling Services. This bill would require hospitals to provide patients with
notice of placement in observation status and require providers of health care and counseling
services to provide notice of their qualifications and a description of the services provided.
Patients left on observation status can find themselves in disadvantageous situations with
insurers that have different (often less generous) coverage for in-patient vs out-patient
procedures The issue of observation status can be especially difficult for Medicare patients as
some patients who require nursing home care and have spent time in the hospital on observation
status have had nursing home transfers rejected by Medicare because they have not fulfilled the
required pre-nursing home hospital stay. Notice of being on observafion status would be quite

helpful to these patients. Thank you for hearing this important legislation.



